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History Whole School Overview 
 

Nurture, Grow, Flourish 

 Autumn term                       Spring Term               Summer Term 
EYFS 

EY
FS 

Being me in my world Our world and the 
incredible world of our 

imagination 

The wonderful world around 
us 

Religion 

Harvest, Christingle, Diwali, Advent, Christmas Easter, Holi Eid 

Continuity & Change 

Transition into nursery/reception  Transition from nursery/reception to new year 

Migration 

Discussions about holidays and family events. 
Discussions around where family live & moving. 

Discussions about holidays and family 
events.  

Discussions about holidays and family events. 
Discussion around where family live & moving. 

Ongoing provision throughout the year 
Significance Daily sharing of calendar events related to family, school and community celebrations.  Celebrating children’s 

birthdays. 

Culture Sharing news and understanding about our own families how they are similar and how they are different.  
Recognising that other people have different looks, needs, beliefs, backgrounds and cultural traditions. 

Trade Daily paying for snacks.  Role play settings: shops.  Learning about exchange in maths activities and learning. 
Book sharing from school to home.  EvidenceMe/email. 

Religion Daily sharing of calendar events – religious festivals. 

Continuity & change Daily sharing of visual timetable and calendar events – birthdays, passing of time, changes of seasons 

Cause & Consequence Setting and keeping school and class rules, class rewards(smiley faces). 

Democracy Daily book voting to choose class story.  Ongoing use of voting to make decisions on choices in all areas of 
learning. 
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 Year 1 
 Working historically skills: 

• Describe historical events. 

• Describe significant people from the past. 

• Recognise that there are reasons why people in the past acted as they did. 

• Use words and phrases such as: a long time ago, recently, when my parents/carers 
were children, years, to describe the passing of time. 

• Label time lines with words or phrases such as: past, present, older and newer. 

• Observe or handle evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the 
past. 

• Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? What happened? How long ago? 

• Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources or databases to find out about the past. 

• Identify some of the different ways the past has been represented. 

Working historically vocabulary 
long ago/ past, present, older and newer/ timeline/ date/ 
order/ similar/ different/ because/important/ living 
memory/ remembers/ homes/ houses/ grandparents’ 
time/ the older generation/ memories/ drawing 
/photograph/ opinion/ artefact What…? When…? 
Where…? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Key Vocabulary 
  Samuel 

Pepys/fire/buildings/diary/firefighter
s/London/city/bakery 

Florence Nightingale/ lady of 
the lamp/Mary 
Seacole/illness/wounded/soldi
ers/war/nurse/hospital/ John 
Radcliffe Hospital/Winston 
Churchill/NHS/local 
history/Blenheim Palace 
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Safari Rangers 

 

Great Fire of London 
To learn about a significant national 

event and what we can learn from it. To 
know about the significant individual 

Samuel Pepys. 

Bright Lights, Big City 
To learn about significant 

individuals who are linked to 
hospitals. 

To learn about how hospitals 
have changed over time, and to 

link this to our local area of 
Oxford. 

To learn about a significant 
individual local to the area. 

The Enchanted Woodland 
 

Significance  Significance 

Significant event: 
Discuss what significant events are. 
Share that Great Fire of London was 
significant for England’s capital city. 
Show Great Fire of London on a 
timeline, and how long ago it was 
compared to where we are now. 
Significant individual: 
Introduce Samuel Pepys. Why was he 
significant, and why do we 
remember him? Discuss the diary he 
wrote. Discuss how that helped us to 
know a lot more about the Great Fire 
of London than we otherwise would. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Significant individuals: 
Who are Florence Nightingale 
and Mary Seacole? Why are 
they significant, and why do 
we remember them? Discuss 
their role as nurses, and the 
challenges they both faced 
which made them significant. 
Local significance: 
Significance of NHS in Oxford. 
Learn about Winston Churchill, 
his links to the NHS. Discuss 
that he lived in Blenheim 
Palace, a local area of interest, 
making him a significant local 
individual. 
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Cause and Consequence  Cause and Consequence 

Sequence the events of the fire, and 

discuss what caused each event to 

happen.  What was the consequence 

of this, eg: the baker’s oven? How 

did the fire affect the buildings in 

London? What was the consequence 

for the people living in London? 

Why did lots of field hospitals 
need to be opened?  It was 
during war time, and there 
were lots of injured soldiers.  
 

Continuity and Change  Continuity and Change 

Why did people build houses in the 
way they did in the past? Investigate 
changes to houses now and contrast 
this with houses then. 
How has fire safety changed since 
the fire of London, compared to 
now? 

How have hospitals changed 
since Florence Nightingale’s  
and Mary Seacole’s time? 
What were the conditions like 
then? What kind of equipment 
was there? Who worked 
there? What is the JR like 
compared to the hospitals 
Nightingale/Seacole worked 
in? Share photos for this and 
ask the children what they 
notice.  
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YEAR 2 
           Autumn Term                                                                             Spring Term                                                                                                  Summer Term 

 

Working historically skills: 

• Observe or handle evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the 
past. 

• Ask questions such as: What was it like for people? What happened? How long ago? 

• Use artefacts, pictures, stories, online sources or databases to find out about the past. 

• Identify some of the different ways the past has been represented. 

• Place events in order on a time line. 

• Label time lines with words or phrases such as: past, present, older and newer. 

• Use dates where appropriate.  

• Recount changes that have occurred in their own lives. 

• Use words and phrases such as: a long time ago, recently, when my parents/carers were 
children, years, decades and centuries to describe the passing of time. 

• Show an understanding of the concept of nation and a nation’s history 

Working historically vocabulary 
A long time ago, recently,years, decades, centuries, 
chronology, timeline, chronological order, era, period, 
travel, encounter, impact, significant, brave, Historians, 
letters, newspapers, websites, detective, opinion, 
artefact, then, now, Why…?  What…? When…? 
Where…? 

 Key Vocabulary 
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Explorer, significant, missionary, religious, 
Christian, David Livingstone, Matthew 
Henson, Grace Darling, past, present, 
future, before, after, long ago, timeline, 

chronological, evidence, date, , ancestors, 
change, discovery, settler, Victorian 

Significant, event, cars, Oxford, Cowley, 
aeroplane, flight, engineering, engine, steam, 
train, hot air balloon, manufacture, factory, Mini 
Plant, Morris Motors, Lord Nuffield, James Sadler, 
Wright Brothers, George Stephenson 

 

 

Great Explorers 
Investigating significant land explorers, 
and what they discovered. Discuss why 

the people are remembered. 
 

Come Fly, Float or Drive With Me! 
Learning about how transport has changed over 

time. Focus on the transport trade in Oxford. 
Significant individuals and events related to 

transport. 

Creeping, Crawling Creatures! 

 

Significance Significance 
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Learn about significant individuals in 
1800s and why we still remember them 
David Livingstone/Matthew 
Henson/Grace Darling. What did they 
each do? What kind of challenges did they 
overcome? What were they like? How do 
we know about them? Discussion about 
slave trade and that it was wrong to trade 
people, as this was a key message of 
David Livingstone’s. 

Learn about significant individuals and events, 
specifically the Wright Brothers and the first 
flight. 
Learn about James Sadler who was local to the 
Oxford area and was first Englishman to be 
successful hot air balloonist. 
Who was George Stephenson, and why was he 
known as the ‘Father of the Railways?’ 
Why was Lord Nuffield an important figure for 
the car factory in Cowley? 

Religion  Culture 

David Livingstone was a Christian who 
wanted to become a missionary. This 
motivated him to start his travels to South 
Africa. He wanted to convert others to his 
beliefs, but in the end wasn’t hugely 
successful, so he became more of an 
explorer than missionary. 
Discuss Livingstone’s mantra of 
Christianity, Commerce, Civilisation. 

Consider the different uses of transport such as 
essential travel or leisure. How were cars used at 
first? Who could afford to own them? At British 
Motor Museum, look at how different transport 
used for eg: leisure outings or racing.  
Investigate hot air balloon culture, and the 
following it had from the public. Eg: discuss the 
rivalries to be first to travel by balloon to 
different areas. 

Monarchy Continuity and Change 
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During the 1800s, the monarchy was led 
by Queen Victoria. David Livingstone held 
her in high esteem and named Victoria 
Falls after her when he discovered it. 
Grace Darling was honoured by Queen 
Victoria for her rescue efforts, and this 
was hugely significant. This was because 
Darling was hailed as just an ordinary girl 
yet a heroine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Consider how the uses of transport changed as 
advances in engineering were made, and new 
discoveries found. Eg: How have buses changed? 
Look at a 100 year old bus at the Motor Museum. 
Discuss the modes of transport which have 
continued through the years albeit with improved 
engineering: eg bikes have not changed as 
significantly as other modes of transport. 
Oxford has continued to be a hub for car 
manufacturing over the years, although the style 
and features of the cars built now has changed. 
Investigate how the Cowley Car Factory has 
changed, look at photos from the past compared 
to now. Learn about the increased use of 
machinery to build cars, rather than as many 
humans.  
 
Trade 
 
To learn about the Oxford Car Trade. On the visit 
to British Motor Museum, to discuss what car 
trading was like. 
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 YEAR 3 
          Autumn Term                                                                             Spring Term                                                                                                  Summer Term 

 Working historically skills: 

• Describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and 
experiences of men, women and children. 

• Understand the concept of change over time, representing this, along with evidence, on a 
time line. 

• Use dates and terms to describe events. 

• Describe changes that have happened in the locality of the school throughout history. 

• Begin to give a broad overview of life in Britain starting from ancient Stone Age until Roman 
times. 

• Use evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the past. 

• Use more than one source of evidence for historical enquiry in order to gain a more 
accurate understanding of history. 

• Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including:  dates /time period /era / 
change /chronology. 

Working historically vocabulary: 
Ancient, modern, time line, past, dates ,era 
,change ,chronology, evidence, historical 
event, chronological order era/period B.C 
(Before Christ) A.D (Anno Domini) millennium, 
sources, archaeologist, archaeology, 
importance, significance, legacy, impact, 
effects, reason, change  

 Key Vocabulary 

 pre historic, physical/human features, 
Celts, round houses, forts, nomadic, 
Palaeolithic, Mesolithic, Neolithic, hunter, 
gatherer, caves, cart art, mammoths, 
hand axe, spears, tools,  

 Roman Gods, Roman Myths, Roman Britain, 
Invade, Settlement, rise, spread and fall, Boudicca,  

rebellion, villa, soldier, army, gladiator, mosaic, 
slave, emperor, centurion, Roman Numerals, 

colosseum , resistance, conquest, revolt, colony, 
empire, republic 
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Tribal Tales 
Study of Stone Age to Iron Age, and how 

life has changed since then. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Loving Life Romans Rule 
A study of the Romans and investigation into what 
life was like then.  
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Significance Culture  

Why is prehistory significant to learn 

about and remember? What did our 

ancestors leave behind that was 

significant? What were significant 

moments of progression in prehistoric 

times? Eg: shift from stone to bronze. 

Understand the significance of 

Stonehenge. How could it have been 

created? What for?  

Recognise how Romans portrayed themselves in 
art, and why they did this. How was this important 
to the world’s perception of them?  Use critical 
thinking to distinguish Roman from Ancient Greek 
sculpture. 
Explore what the Romans did for relaxation & 
entertainment especially the Roman Baths. What 
did rich Romans do for entertainment? How much 
leisure time did centurions have? (Roman visitor to 
expand on this). 

Culture Religion  

Understand the role of cave art in the 
Stone Age culture. It helped people to 
communicate and connected them, 
through a shared language. 
Discuss how the Stone Age people hunted 

and gathered food, compared to the later 
settlers.  
Understand how the housing changed to 
become more civilised throughout Stone 
Age-Iron Age. 

Explore a range of Roman Gods (XC English 
curriculum). Why did the gods feature in so many 
of the myths?  
Look at a Roman villa for clues of the importance of 
religion for them. How did Roman people involve 
the gods in their homes? Did all Romans have the 
same view of the gods? 
 

Continuity and Change Conflict 

Track changes that occurred from Stone 
through Bronze to the Iron Age using 
artefact box from museum services with 

tools and weapons. How did the way 
people get food change? How did houses 
change? How did civilisation change? 

Importance of Bronze Age Beaker People 
bringing metal to replace stone. 

Understand and order the main events in the rise, 
spread and fall of the Roman Empire (including 
repeated attempts to invade Britain) 
Understand the structure of the Roman army and, 
what made it so successful. 
Boudicca’s Rebellion. What were the challenges 
her family faced? How did the different leaders at 
the time act in response to Boudicca? Who joined 
her in the rebellion? Why? Look at different 
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Discuss how Stone Age-Iron Age people 

acquired things, and discuss that they did 
not have currency as we do. Look at how 
this changed over time, and how they 
traded animals or materials. 
Local History Study 
Engage in a local study by looking at the 
Kennington badge. Investigate what each 
part means. How did early people use the 
woods in Kennington? What was the river 
used for by early settlers? What was the 
name of the village to start with? What 
are the woods and river used for now? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

accounts of her rebellion, and art representations 
of her. What do these things tell us about 
Boudicca? 
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Settlement 
 

Know the three key house types in the 
Stone Age and say if they were from the 
Palaeolithic period (caves, hunters), 
Mesolithic period (caves, homes, hunter 
gatherers) or Neolithic period (homes, 
farming, use of animals domestically) 
Describe changes to settlements in the 
Bronze age.Explain what an Iron Age 
roundhouse and hill fort was like. Visit the 
White Horse Hill to look at an ancient iron 
age fort. 
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 YEAR 4 

                    Autumn Term                                                       Spring Term                                                    Summer Term 

 

Working historically skills 

• Use evidence to ask questions and find answers to questions about the past. 

• Use more than one source of evidence for historical enquiry in order to gain a more 
accurate understanding of history. 

• Describe different accounts of a historical event, explaining some of the reasons why the 
accounts may differ. 

• Suggest causes and consequences of some of the main events and changes in history. 

• Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or religious diversity of past society. 

• Describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and experiences of 
men, women and children. 

• Place events, artefacts and historical figures on a time line using dates. 

• Understand the concept of change over time, representing this, along with evidence, on a time line. 

• Use dates and terms to describe events. 

• Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including: dates /time 
period /era /change /chronology. 

Working historically vocabulary: 

evidence, artefacts, timeline, primary, 
secondary, sources, chronology, BC, AD, 
historian, ancient, civilisation, society, 
achievements, impact, era/period B.C 
(Before Christ) A.D (Anno Domini) 
gods/goddesses, invention, archaeologist, 
archaeology, sources, importance, 
significance, legacy, impact, effects, reason, 
change  

 Key Vocabulary  

 

ancient civilisation, society, 
peasantry, excavate, Pharaoh, 

Vizier, Scribes, slaves, peasants, 
craftsmen, pyramid, hierarchy, 
hieroglyphics, BC/AD, century 

 trade, construction, engineer, 
legacy, innovation, beam, 

arch, cantilever, suspension. 

migration, exploration, expedition, route, impact, 
colonisation, religion , navigation, circumnavigate 
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Pharaoh! 

Place events and historical 
figures on a timeline - beginning 
with 6000B.C. People began to 
settle in the Nile valley – and 
ending with 30B.C. end of 
Egyptian civilisation 
The discovery of Tutankhamun’s 
tomb by Howard Carter. 
Tutankhamun died young but his 
tomb was excavated and tells us 
much of what we know today. 

Charlie and the Chocolate 
Factory 

 

 
 

Build-a-Bridge 
Historical development of 

types of bridges.  

 

Mighty Maya  
 

The Mayan Empire and how Maya people 
lived. 

Monarchy Significance   Trade 

Ancient Egypt Social Class 
Structure – pyramid structure 
The pharaoh and those that 
were linked to religion were the 
most powerful in society. There 
was a clear hierarchy—some 
people were more important 
than others with the pharaoh 
the most important. 
Pharoahs – Tutankhamun, 
Rameses and Cleopatra (last 
pharaoh) Who ruled in ancient 
Egypt? What were they known 
as? Who rules our country? 
 

Significant individuals - 
Famous Engineers  - 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel – 
achievements  and legacy   
 
Isambard Kingdom Brunel- 
achievements in terms of 
his bridges (suspension 
bridges in particular), 
tunnels and ships. His 
legacy in terms of 
engineering. His 
importance in terms of his 
impact on Britain's place in 
the world.  

+ Understanding of what trade is – 
importing/exporting goods 
+ How the Maya people lived in city states and 
each one had different goods which they 
would then trade but not with currency, but 
with goods they have such as cacao powder 

+ Trade links  
 

 

Culture  Culture 
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Clothes  -Egypt is a hot country, 
people wore lightweight linen 
clothes to keep them cool. Until 
the age of six, most children 
would not wear any clothes  
They communicated using 
hieroglyphics. 
Sports  - Most were designed to 
prepare young men for battle - 
wrestling, boxing, chariot racing 
and archery. 
 

+ How the Maya lived – religion, farming, 
trade, city states, hierarchy of society, 
comparison of chronology within Britain 
 
 

Settlement  Religion 

The River Nile is the life source 
upon which life in Ancient Egypt 
flourished. It created banks of 
fertile soil for the Egyptians to 
live and farm on. 
The pharaoh made peasants 
farm on the fertile lands. The 
people of Egypt were able to 
grow things like wheat, barley, 
fruit, vegetables, figs and 
melons. 

+ What did Mayan people believe? 

Religion 
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The ancient Egyptians 
worshipped many gods and 
goddesses (there were around 
2000 in total!) Some of these 
looked very much like humans, 
whereas others were part 
human and part animal. Ra was 
possibly the most important 
god. Another important god was 
Anubis, who was the god of the 
dead.  
They believed in an afterlife. 
Mummification was used when 
people passed away. The body 
needed to be preserved for the 
afterlife. Archaeologists have 
uncovered vast amounts of 
evidence.  
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 YEAR 5 
                                Autumn Term                                                                  Spring Term                                                                  Summer Term 

 Working historically skills: 

• Use sources of evidence to deduce information about the past. 
• Select suitable sources of evidence, giving reasons for choices. 

• Describe the main changes in a period of history (using terms such as: social, religious, 
political, technological and cultural). 

• Understand the concepts of continuity and change over time, representing them, along 
with evidence, on a time line. 

• Use dates and terms accurately in describing events. 

• Identify periods of rapid change in history and contrast them with times of relatively 
little change. 

• Describe the social, ethnic, cultural or religious diversity of past society. 

• Describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and 
experiences of men, women and children. 

• Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate, including: dates /time 
period /era /chronology /continuity /change /century /decade /legacy 

Working historically vocabulary: 

Chronology, chronological, empire, duration, 
sequence, political, culture, religious, social, 
timeline, democracy, commemorate, impact, 
invasion, artefact, sources, primary source 
primary evidence, secondary source, secondary 
evidence, diversity, causation, consequence, 
similarity, difference, interpretation, hypothesis, 
earliest, era, AD, BC  

 

 Key Vocabulary 

 Empire, emperor, raid, rebellion, pillage, 
barbarian, status, aristocracy, settlement, 
native, migration, tribe, kingdom, capital, 

pagan, hostile,  invasion, priory, monk, exile, 
invade, Danegeld, longship, outlawed, 

monastery. 

• space race, Cold War, 
discovery, international, 
source, significance, 
primary and secondary 
evidence, Nicolaus 
Copernicus, Yuri Gagarin, 
technology, Sputnik, space 
wars, superpowers, Neil 
Armstrong, NASA, Laika, 
Michael Collins, Edwin 
‘Buzz’ Aldrin, Explorer 1, 
Alexey Leonov, Apollo, 
Apollo 11 

Philosophy, philosopher, Aristotle, 
archaic, Alexander the Great, Athens, 

assembly, chiton, cuirass, Delian 
league, Ephors, Helots, Hellenistic 
period, Olympics, Plato, Socrates, 
stadion, titans, myth, immortal, 

plague, Acropolis, Parthenon, Mount 
Olympus, Knossos Palace, Pythagoras, 

Zeus, Hades, Poseidon, Pandora, 
architecture, archaeologist, deities,  

 



17 
 

 

 

Y
e

ar
 5

 

Raiders and Invaders 
Children will learn about the Viking and Anglo-Saxon 
struggle for the kingdom of England and how England 
became a unified country. They will explore where the 
Anglo-Saxons and Vikings came from, how they fought 

for territory and power. 

To Infinity and Beyond  
Children will explore and timeline 
the significant events, men and 
women in the Race to Space. The 
children will debate the moon 
landing of Apollo 11 using 
different versions of events and 

arguments. 

It’s All Greek to Me! 
Children will learn about the Ancient Greeks, 
including myths, art and technology. They will 
also study the Olympic Games and how it 
compares to the Olympics of today. They will 
focus on the Para-Olympics, considering the 
importance of equality of opportunity. 

Global Warning 

 

Settlement 
 

Significance  Religion 

Where did the Vikings and Anglo Saxons came 
from and where did they settle? 
What are the key features and natural resources 
of an Anglo-Saxon settlement? What were their 
villages and homes like?  
What were the lives of men, women and children 
like in the settlements?  
What are the Anglo Saxon and Viking links to our 
locality  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

What were the significant 
events that led to the Space 
Race (Cold War)? 
Who were the significant 
individuals who pioneered 
space travel?  (Include 
astronauts, engineers, 
mathematicians and 
spacecraft. Make links with 
‘Hidden Figures’.) 
 

What was the space race and 
when did it start? (Consider 
how people felt about and 
responded to space travel at the 

time).  
 

Which living creature was the 
first to travel in space?  
Who were the first humans in 
space? Who were the other 
key players in the space race? 

What did the Gods and Goddesses mean to 
the Ancient Greeks? 
Know about 12 most important Greek 
gods. To be able to recall a Greek myth 
which tells the story of a Greek god or 
goddess 

Monarchy Continuity and change Culture 
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Who was King Alfred the Great and how did he put 
up resistance against the Vikings? 
Who was Ethelred and was it right he was made 
king at the age of 12? 

Is space exploration still 
important today and why? 
How have people’s views of 
space travel changed over 
time? 
Identify British people who 
have influenced space travel – 
Tim Peake and Helen 
Sharman.  

What are the main features of a Greek 
city? (homes, temples, agora, gymnasium, 
theatre). How did the Ancient Greeks live 
their lives? (home, clothes, fashion, toys 
and food) 
Know how people’s lives varied depending 
on whether they were man, woman or 
child or rich or poor. 

Migration Cause and consequence Democracy 
Why did Anglo Saxons come to Britain?  
Why did the Vikings come to Britain? 
What did the map of Anglo-Saxon Britain look 
like? 

What impact did the moon 
landing have on space travel 
and relationships between the 
major countries involved? 

 

What was the significance of Democracy?  
Know the word democracy comes from 
the two Greek words demos (people) and 
kratos (rule).  
Know which citizens were part of the 
democracy e.g. men, adults, Athenian 
citizens and who were not e.g. women, 
slaves, children, non-Athenian citizens. 
 How does Democracy work? 
How is it similar and different to today? 
Know what the word democracy means in 
modern day and how this works in the UK 
and in school e.g. voting for school council 
Know how the political system worked in 
Ancient Greece – The Ekklesia, The Boule 
and The Dikasteria. Be able to compare 
democracy in Ancient Greece with 

democracy in the UK today.y  
 

Conflict 

What happened when the Vikings invaded 
Britain?  
Why were the Vikings better equipped to fight 
the Anglo-Saxons? Why was a Viking long ship 
good in a raid?  
 
What is meant by ‘invaders’ and ‘settlers’? 
Who invaded Britain and where did they come 
from?  
Were all of the Anglo-Saxons invaders?  
Who were the Vikings?  
Where did the Vikings come from? When and 
why  did they invade Britain?  
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 YEAR 6 

 Autumn Term                                                                  Spring Term                                                                  Summer Term 

 

Working historically skills: 

• Use sources of evidence to deduce information about the past. 

• Select suitable sources of evidence, giving reasons for choices. 

• Seek out and analyse a wide range of evidence in order to justify claims about the past. 

• Show an awareness of the concept of propaganda and how historians must understand the 
social context of evidence studied. 

• Understand that no single source of evidence gives the full answer to questions about the past. 

• Give a broad overview of life in Britain focusing on Prehistoric periods, the Romans, the Vikings 
and the Tudor and Stuarts times. 

• Describe the characteristic features of the past, including ideas, beliefs, attitudes and 
experiences of men, women and children. 

• Describe the main changes in a period of history (using terms such as: social, religious, 
political, technological and cultural). 

• Identify periods of rapid change in history and contrast them with times of relatively little change. 

• Understand the concepts of continuity and change over time, representing them, along 
with evidence, on a time line. 

• Use dates and terms accurately in describing events. 

• Compare some of the times studied with those of the other areas of interest around the world.  

• Use appropriate historical vocabulary to communicate 
including: dates /time/period /era /chronology /continuity /change /century /decade /legacy 

• Identify continuity and change in the history of the locality of the school. 
• Use original ways to present information and ideas. 

Working historically vocabulary: 

Anachronism (thing belonging or appropriate to a 

period other than that in which it exists, especially a thing 

that is conspicuously old-fashioned), chronological 
order, era, period B.C.E (Before the Common 
Era) C.E (The Common Era) B.C (Before Christ) 
A.D (Anno Domini) millennium, ancient 
civilisations, alliance, morale, parliament, 
culture, stereotype, diversity, traditional view, 
excavate, propaganda, one sided, biased, 
motive, primary evidence, eye witness, 
secondary evidence, extent of continuity, 
conclusion is that… 

 

 Key Vocabulary 

 

monarch, court, protestant, catholic, 

courtier, state, alliance, power, treason, long 

gallery, buttery, inventory, nobles, 

vagabonds, beggars, yeoman, craftspeople 

Maya, chronology, 
civilisation, trade, myth, 

Mesoamerica, South 
America, Guatemala, 
Yucatan Peninsula,  El 

Salvador,  Belize, religion, 
Pok-ta-pok 

Migration, transport, Windrush, immigration, emigration, social, political, 
economic, racism, integration, society, rights, deportation, culture, scandal, 

Industrial Revolution 



20 
 

C
u

tY
e

ar
 6

 

Off With Her Head! 
 
A study of the Tudors. 

Mighty Maya  
 

The Mayan Empire and how 
Maya people lived. 

Floodlands  Our Journey 
 
Looking at what happened post WW2 in 
Britain. Investigating migration and 
Britain. Learning about the significance of 
the 60s and 70s in Britain in relation to 
both of the above. 

Significance  
 

Trade Cause and consequence 

+ significance of Henry VIII and 
the other Tudor monarch and 
how their reign influenced 
religion and the way people lived  
+ hierarchy of society 
+ significance of religion  
+ significance of the arts & 
culture 

+ Understanding of what trade 
is – importing/exporting goods 
+ How the Maya people lived in 
city states and each one had 
different goods which they 
would then trade but not with 
currency, but with goods they 
have such as cacao powder 

+ Trade links  
 
 

+ Impact/ consequences the World War 2 
had on Britain and the economy. What 
was post war Britain like? 
+ Reasons for migrating to Britain 
+ The cultural consequences of this 
change 

Continuity and change  
 

Culture Migration 

+Battle of Bosworth and how the 
Tudor dynasty began 
+ War of Roses in general and 
history of the House of York and 
the House of Lancaster 
+ Change of monarch and 
therefore, change of religion and 
how people were punished for 
their views 

+ How the Maya lived – religion, 
farming, trade, city states, 
hierarchy of society, comparison 
of chronology within Britain 

+ Understanding what migration is 
+ Why do people migrate? 
+ Experiences of the people who migrated 
from different sources of evidence 
+ What were the British perceptions at the 
time of migration? 
+ What was the impact of migration on 
families? 
+ What were the facts relating to the 
Windrush Scandal? 
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Culture  
 

Religion Democracy  

+ Hans Holbein and Levina 
Teerlinc – how only the rich were 
painted 
+ The messages portrayed 
through art 
+ Sports and leisure  
+ Clothing – differences between 
rich and poor  

+ What did Mayan people 
believe? 

+The protection and rights of those people 
who emigrated and their families. 
How are these rights protected in a 
democracy? 
 

Religion  
 

+ Catholicism and Protestantism 
– differences between the two 
+ The Reformation  
+ Why Henry VIII broke away 
from Rome and created the 
Church of England 
 

Monarchy  
 

+ Learning about all 7 Tudor 
monarchs and how their reign 
impacted society 
+ Henry VIII’s wives and how 
having an heir to the throne was 
important to him 

Conflict  
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+ War of the Roses, including the 
Battle of Bosworth 
+ Conflicts and allies with other 
countries 
+ The Spanish Armada  
+ Conflict between the religions 
+ Committing treason – 
punishment and crime during 
Tudor times  
 
 

 


